A TAXING VISIT

by Robert L. Crowe

GREEN ROOM PRESS

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr



Copyright Notice

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to aroyalty.
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, al countries
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and
the Berne Convention.

RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storageretrieval systems
and photocopying, and the rights of tranglation into non-English languages.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Green Room Press. No amateur or
stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license and royalty
arrangements in advance from Green Room Press. Questions concerning other rights should be
addressed to Green Room Press. Royalty fees are subject to change without notice. Professional
and stock feeswill be set upon application in accordance with your producing circumstances. Any
licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights
should be addressed to Green Room Press.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit
and whether or not admission is charged.

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is
given to the author(s).

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers
or other printed material must include the following notice: Produced by special arrangement
with Green Room Press.

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying
or scanning, without prior permission from Green Room Press.

Copyright © Green Room Press
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved



A TAXING VISIT
by Robert L. Crowe



2 A TAXING VISIT

A TAXING VISIT
by Robert L. Crowe

(Scene: Office of a tax preparer. Bo is sitting alone in a waiting
room.)

CHIP: (enters, looks around) Number 136. Number 136?
(looks at Bo) Are you number 136?

BO: Yes.

CHIP: Why didn’t you ...? Never mind. You’re next.

BO: Before we start my tax return, I have a couple of
questions. When you came out of your office just now and
called number 136 ... did you notice I was the only one in the
waiting room?

CHIP: Yes.

BO: And I won’t even ask why I had to take a number, but
why one-hundred-thirty-six? Is that the number of tax clients
today?

CHIP: (laughs) Oh, no, I’m afraid not.

BO: This week?

CHIP: No, no. It’s the number of clients since I began
doing federal tax returns.

BO: When was that?

CHIP: Twenty-ten

BO: Twenty-ten. Is that the number of a tax form?

CHIP: No. it’s a year. Two-thousand-and-ten. Right this
way, please. (They walk in circle to imply walking to an office.
They rearrange the chairs.) Have a seat. And you are ...?

BO: Yes, yes I are.

CHIP: Your name, please. I must warn you that the
questions get tougher from this point forward.

BO: (reaches into imaginary folder and hands Chip some
papers) Here. I have all the contact information on this paper.

CHIP: (looks at page) Yes. Yes. Welcome,

(use actor’s real first name) Let me just glance at this. (nods)
Uh-huh. I see you have your social security number, your
license plate number, your Sam’s Club number and others. (He
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nods.) Very thorough. Ok. We will need to file form 1040.
Now. Do you want to file the long form or short form?

BO: What’s the difference?

CHIP: With the short form the government gets all your
money; with the long form, I get all your money.

BO: The long form, by all means. You know, I tried to fill
out that form by myself. 1040 is the IQ you need to understand
it.

CHIP: Thanks for the compliment. 1040 is the
government’s way to get you to squeal on yourself. You know,
everyone complains about taxes but they are really necessary to
fund our government. Every citizen shares in the payment
process.

BO: Yes, I understand that. It’s a system where millionaires
and sharecroppers pay the same amount.

CHIP: Let’s see about your share. What was your income
this past year?

Bo. (hands him another paper) It’s all right there.

CHIP: (looks, turns the paper over) Are you missing some
zeros here?

BO: Nope. That’s it.

CHIP: We might be able to use the short-short form for
you.

BO: Short-short form.

CHIP: After your expenses, did you have any money left
over last year.

BO: A little.

CHIP: Well, just send it in. That’s all there is to it.

BO: If Patrick Henry thought it was bad to have taxation
without representation, he should see it with representation. I
don’t think I want the short-short form. I had expenses and I
want to file the long form.

CHIP: Very well. (reaches in desk drawer and pulls out a
long ... long ... form) I’1l just write in your income here on this
top line. Did your employer give you a W-2 form?

BO: Yes. Here. (hands it to him)

CHIP: With your income, they could have sent you a W-1.

BO: W-1. Is there such a thing?
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CHIP: No. Is this right? It shows you were employed by the
CIA.

BO: Yes. That’s right.

CHIP: What did you do?

BO: I was an agent.

CHIP: (pause and stares at Bo) Did you do secret
missions?

BO: Secret missions?

CHIP: Oh. How silly of me. If they were secret you
couldn’t talk about them could you?

BO: (hesitant) No ... I guess I couldn’t.

CHIP: Wow. That’s really something. An agent for the
Central Intelligence Agency.

BO: No. That’s Carl’s Insurance Agency. [ was an O.A. ...
Occasional Agent.

CHIP: I see. (back to business) Any other income to report?
Dividends? Interest?

BO: Well, I’m interested in a lot of things but no interest to
report. (laughs)

CHIP: (not amused) Delightful sense of humor. Any
miscellaneous income, such as tips? No, scratch that. I’'m sure
you didn’t get any tips.

BO: No. But I have some tips for the government. They
spend an extravagant amount for basic tools ... like ... $1000
for a hammer! What do you think of this idea? If my income tax
is $3000, I’1l send them three hammers.

CHIP: I think the idea of a hammer will land you in the
slammer. Let’s forget about your income.

BO: [ wish I could. You know ... I’'m just a regular

. (use your first name) I’m not important and I don’t
make a lot of money. Just an average guy. Nobody even knows
I’m around.

CHIP: If you think that nobody cares about you, try filing
your income tax late. The IRS has a lot of interest ... in you.
Now. About your expenses.

BO: (hands paper) Here’s a page that shows the total of my
deductions.

CHIP: Wait. That’s exactly the total of your income.
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