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(A duet for actors of either sex. Daun paces the floor while
talking on the phone.)

DAUN: What? Tonight? Are you crazy? You can’t call me
on ten minutes notice and expect me to be there tonight! Why
don’t you ever think ahead? Listen, I don’t have time to ... Hold
it. That’s my cell phone. I’ve got to go. (hangs up and picks up
cell) Hello? Jim-boy! How are you ... Huh? It’s due when?
When did she say that? I was too listening in class! And it was
on a handout, too? Oh no. I was barely passing that class as it
was and ... Hold it. My other phone’s ringing ... (picks up the
first phone) Yeh? No, I don’t have time tonight and now I find
out that our semester projects are due tomorrow! I don’t care if
everybody’s going, I don’t have time! Look ... just talk to him!
Maybe he’ll go. (Daun slaps the two phones together and puts
them down.) How am I supposed to get everything done?
(practically screaming) I just don’t have time!

NICK: (suddenly appearing, stoic, arms crossed) Tell me
about it.

DAUN: Huh? Who’re you?

NICK: Sure you got time to listen?

DAUN: What’re you doing here?

NICK: No problem. I’ve got all the time in the world.
(begins to leave)

DAUN: Hey! You can’t just walk in here then walk out
again!

NICK: Why not?

DAUN: Because ... well ... Who are you?

NICK: Nick.

DAUN: Nick?

NICK: Nick. I'm the Nick of Time.

DAUN: That’s ridiculous.

NICK: Do I make fun of you?

DAUN: You’re who?
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NICK: Nick. I am the Nick of Time. I’'m sure you’ve heard
of me.

DAUN: If you’re a nut, I can call the cops.

NICK: You don’t have time. I’ve seen your schedule. No,
oh busy-one, I have come to help you out.

DAUN: Help me out?

NICK: I’ve come to save you from your time troubles.

DAUN: You can do that?

NICK: Time will tell.

DAUN: Now?

NICK: I’ve got time to kill.

DAUN: Will it work?

NICK: You’ll have the time of your life.

DAUN: Oh, I don’t have time for this.

NICK: I'll bide by time.

DAUN: Would you stop that?

NICK: (a pause, then) In time.

DAUN: Who are you really? And how did you get into my
room? The door’s still closed.

NICK: In time.

DAUN: And how’d you get that stupid name?

NICK: Got time to listen?

DAUN: All the time in the ... oh, go ahead. What’s going
on here?

NICK: Once upon a ...

DAUN: Don’t even say it.

NICK: Sorry. My timing was off. You see, I'm in charge of
time. I control time.

DAUN: That’s impossible.

NICK: Not this time.

DAUN: Explain yourself!

NICK: My time is your time.

DAUN: Stop that!

NICK: Are you going to listen to me this time? (Daun
nods) I control time. You might even say that I am time! At
least for a time. I mean, there was a time when someone else
was in charge of time but eventually his time was up and it was
time for a change and ...

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



4 THE NICK OF TIME

DAUN: Get to the point!

NICK: (a pause, then) Having a bad time, are you? I
control time! Can you get that? That’s the second time I’ve said
it.

DAUN: You control time?

NICK: All the time.

DAUN: Mine too?

NICK: Sometimes.

DAUN: This is crazy. Just get out of here. I’ve got to work
to do.

NICK: How long?

DAUN: I’ve got to get this project done by morning and its
already 8 o’clock! (points to a clock on the wall) I mean ... 7
o’clock ... I mean ... 6 o’clock. Hey! What’re you doing? The
clock’s moving!

NICK: Time flies.

DAUN: How’d you do that?

NICK: Look ... time out. I just told you. I control time.
That’s the third time now.

DAUN: But the clock ...

NICK: Wanna go forward?

DAUN: (looking at the clock) 7 o’clock ... 8 o’clock ... 9,
10, 11, (yawns) 12, 1 o’clock (barely to hold his eyes open) 2 ...
Stop it! Stop it!

NICK: It’s about time!

DAUN: (looking at the clock) The clock stopped. Oh, my
gosh, you just stopped the clock!

NICK: Neat, huh? Feel your heart.

DAUN: (feeling his chest) It’s not beating!

NICK: Can’t. You stopped time right in between beats.
Don’t worry. Time heals everything.

DAUN: (sinking to his knees) I ... I think I’'m dying! Help
me!

NICK: Just in time! (snaps his fingers and Daun recovers)

DAUN: You are weird, buddy.

NICK: Your time was almost up.

DAUN: Look ... this ... this time thing. You can take me
back in time? Give me a little more time to get things done?
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