DOGGIES...FOR
DUMMIES

by Ken Bradbury

GREEN ROOM PRESS

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr



Copyright Notice

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to aroyalty.
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, al countries
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and
the Berne Convention.

RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storageretrieval systems
and photocopying, and the rights of tranglation into non-English languages.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Green Room Press. No amateur or
stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license and royalty
arrangements in advance from Green Room Press. Questions concerning other rights should be
addressed to Green Room Press. Royalty fees are subject to change without notice. Professional
and stock feeswill be set upon application in accordance with your producing circumstances. Any
licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights
should be addressed to Green Room Press.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit
and whether or not admission is charged.

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is
given to the author(s).

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers
or other printed material must include the following notice: Produced by special arrangement
with Green Room Press.

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying
or scanning, without prior permission from Green Room Press.

Copyright © Green Room Press
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved



DOGGIES...FOR DUMMIES
by Ken Bradbury



2 DOGGIES...FOR DUMMIES

DOGGIES...FOR DUMMIES
by Ken Bradbury

Characters: Devin, Harley, Micah, Scout
The Scene: a park bench

DEVIN: (enters with Harley, his dog, on a leash.) Good
boy ... come on now, we can do this, Harley. (patting Harley’s
head) Good boy! Yes, he’s a good, good boy! (Harley smiles)
Now, let’s work on sitting. Okay ... now listen to me, Harley.
Sit. Sit boy. (Harley sits) Good boy! Oh, he’s a good, good boy!
(patting Harley’s head as Devin sits) You’re getting so good at
this!

MICAH: (entering with Scout on a leash) Come on, Scout
... come on, boy. (sees Devin) Oh. Morning.

DEVIN: Hi. Nice dog.

MICAH: Thank you. You, too.

DEVIN: Just doing a little training.

MICAH: No kidding? Me, too. I even got a book. (holding
itup)

DEVIN: Hey! I’ve got the same book! (holding his up and
reading) ‘“Puppy Obedience. Mastering Your Dog for
Dummies.”

MICAH: (laughing) I guess that’s us. This is Scout.

DEVIN: Hi Scout. This is Harley.

MICAH: Harley. What a sweet name.

DEVIN: Named him after my Uncle. He used to shed, too.

MICAH: (sitting beside Devin) That’s cute. So ... have you
read much of the book?

DEVIN: Just started.

MICAH: Sit, Scout. (Scout sits) Wow. It’s working
already! What a great book! You on chapter one?

DEVIN: Yeah. Just started. How cool ... we’re training our
dogs together. Let’s see what’s next. (both Micah and Devin
begin to read)
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HARLEY: (after a pause ... only Harley and Scout can
hear each other) Can you believe this?

SCOUT: No. I’ve been trying not to laugh.

HARLEY: What do they think we are?

SCOUT: (a pause, then) Dogs. (both dogs look at each
other a moment then laugh) Sorry. Couldn’t help that.

HARLEY: How long you been training him?

SCOUT: Started last week. He picked me up at the pound.
You learn a lot in a dog pound.

HARLEY: I’ve heard stories ... never actually seen one.

SCOUT: Oh, there are some good dogs, but it’s no place to
train for Westminster. So ... how’s he coming?

HARLEY: Oh, I’ve taught him a few basic tricks like
feeding me whenever I do what he asks. Petting my head when |
got house-trained. If you work it right you eat doggie treats all
day.

SCOUT: I've got a slow learner.

HARLEY: Really?

SCOUT: Yeah. Took him forever to learn how to rub by
belly when I rolled over. I’ve been trying to find a good
obedience school for him.

HARLEY: They’re expensive.

SCOUT: I know. And there’s no real guarantee that your
owner will come out any better.

DEVIN: (reading) “It is important to establish the proper
dog-master relationship. Above all, your dog must realize that
you are the boss.”

HARLEY: (Scout and Harley do a slow take as they roll
their eyes toward each other and smile) Yeah ... right.

MICAH: (reading) “You must achieve dominance over
your dog.”

SCOUT: In your dreams, Bubba.
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DEVIN: (reading) “Begin with simple tasks such as
fetching a stick.” Okay, Harley. Here’s your first test. (standing
and picking up a stick) See the stick?

SCOUT: Does he think you’re blind?

DEVIN: Okay. Fetch! (Devin tosses the imaginary stick)
Come on, boy! Fetch! Fetch!

HARLEY: Should I?
SCOUT: Humor him.

HARLEY: Very well. (Harley suddenly goes into a spasm
of happy-puppy frenzy, energetically dashes after the stick,
picking it up in his mouth and returning it to Devin)

SCOUT: That was a work of art.

HARLEY: Thanks.

SCOUT: I mean it. That was totally convincing.
DEVIN: (giving him a doggie treat) Good boy!
HARLEY: (gulping it down happily) Works every time.

MICAH: (reading) “The dog likes to be dominated. He
enjoys taking orders.”

SCOUT: Whatta you wanna bet a dog did not write that
book?

MICAH: “Teaching him to beg is a good first step.”

SCOUT: I can’t do this.

HARLEY: Huh?

SCOUT: That’s going too far. Begging. I have my pride.

HARLEY: You’re looking at it the wrong way, man.
You’re not begging, you’re performing.

SCOUT: Performing?

HARLEY: Like an actor. You do your act you get your
belly rubbed. It’s a great arrangement. And watch this, he’ll beg
before you do.

MICAH: (to Scout) Okay boy, beg. (Scout looks at him)
Come on, you can do it. Beg. (Micah acts out begging and
prancing on his ““hind feet”) Beg. Beg.

SCOUT: Ilove it. I’ve got him trained to beg.
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