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MELTING POT
By Edan Schappert

SYNOPSIS: A couple enters aworld where everyone and everything is
different...adizzying new land of sounds and colors. Just as they begin to
adapt...wham...more changes crash around them. When they encounter their
final transformation, is it something they should have expected? A fast-
paced, surprising, and innovative competition piece.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(1 male, 1 female)

PETE (M) et A young enthusiastic mae who's
anxiousto see the world. (53 lines)
SAMANTHA (f) e A plump, cozy, homebody woman, about

the same age as PETE. She has a less
curious nature than he has. (54 lines)

NOTE: For contest purposes, where costumes and props are not allowed,
this play can easily be performed without either.



EDAN SCHAPPERT 3

AT RISE: A dim green light shines on stage. In the center of the
stage, both characters are sitting on the floor, in tight little balls,
hugging their knees. They're dressed from head to toe in green. They
are sitting in a canoe-shaped white spotlighted area. PETE is
frowning.

SAMANTHA: (Shyly.) Love ya’, Pete.

PETE: Fooey.

SAMANTHA: How come you don't say you love me?

PETE: Bug! Bug! Bug!

SAMANTHA: Why are you talking so hard? So mean?

PETE: Not mean.

SAMANTHA: Are too.

PETE: I'm not mean— (Shouts.) I'M MAD!

SAMANTHA: (Shouts.) DON'T SHOUT!

PETE: Right...

SAMANTHA: You upset my equilibrium. (Holds hands up to cheeks.)
And all the chlorophyll drains out of my face. That's no good.

PETE: (Apologetic.) | love you, Samantha. Very much. I'm just in a
bad mood today.

SAMANTHA: Why?

PETE: (Angry.) Because nothing’s happening! We're going nowhere!

SAMANTHA: (Wraps her arms around herself tightly.) Look, we're in
awfully cramped quarters here, and getting mad doesn’t help.
Can't you lighten up?

PETE: The reason | can't lighten up is because we’re in such
cramped quarters!

SAMANTHA: (Looks around.) But it's always been this way. Why are
you getting so cranky now?

PETE: Doesn't life ever get you down, Sam?

SAMANTHA: Sure, once in a while.

PETE: This sitting here gets to me. Why doesn’t anything ever
happen? Life in general...it gets me down. You know? Life?

SAMANTHA: Oh, what do | know about life. All | know is I've been
sitting here next to you in this pod for as long as | can remember.
We're round and green, and we get bigger all the time.

PETE: Well, don't you think we should do something about it?

SAMANTHA: We're sitting here in tight balls. What can we do?
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PETE: We can putin a complaint.

SAMANTHA: And where, may | ask, are we going to put in the
complaint?

PETE: (Looks around.) Maybe there’s a Head Green Pea around
here somewhere.

SAMANTHA: | haven't seen one.

PETE: And if there were, he'd probably say something like, (Voice
changes into a deep booming voice.) “Tend to your work, my
children, tend to your work.”

SAMANTHA: Sitting here is work.

PETE: Probably wouldn't want us to complain.

SAMANTHA: No matter what, here we are. Just us.

PETE: So it's the old two-peas-in-a-pod routine, is that it?

SAMANTHA: Yes, as cozy as two—

PETE: | know. | know. You've told me that before.

SAMANTHA: Well, we are two peas—we're in a pod-and we are
cozy. What's wrong with that?

PETE: | don't want to be cozy. | want to go out and see what's
happening.

SAMANTHA: I'm sure we have to grow bigger before we go out.

PETE: We've grown as big as we're going to get. I'd like to know why
they don't call us...ask us to report somewhere. Peas are put on
earth to do something, not just sit here like two—

SAMANTHA: Exactly. Like two—

PETE: Oh, forget it! (HE knocks on floor or something near him to try
to break out of the pod.) Hey! You out there! Can you hear me?
(Hand to ear.) Wait. | heard something.

Sound of jangling, popping noises in background.

SAMANTHA: (Scared.) What's that commotion?
PETE: There’s lots of chopping noises — and | hear water bubbling.

Spotlight gets bigger on the couple.

SAMANTHA: (Looks up.) Someone’s opening the top of the pod!
PETE: (Looks up and smiles.) There’s light up there!
SAMANTHA: (Sternly.) Now wait just a minute...
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