A VERY MELLOW
DRAMA

by Ken Bradbury

GREEN ROOM PRESS

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr



Copyright Notice

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to aroyalty.
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, al countries
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and
the Berne Convention.

RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storageretrieval systems
and photocopying, and the rights of tranglation into non-English languages.

PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Green Room Press. No amateur or
stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license and royalty
arrangements in advance from Green Room Press. Questions concerning other rights should be
addressed to Green Room Press. Royalty fees are subject to change without notice. Professional
and stock feeswill be set upon application in accordance with your producing circumstances. Any
licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights
should be addressed to Green Room Press.

Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit
and whether or not admission is charged.

AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is
given to the author(s).

PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers
or other printed material must include the following notice: Produced by special arrangement
with Green Room Press.

COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying
or scanning, without prior permission from Green Room Press.

Copyright © Green Room Press
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved



A VERY MELLOW DRAMA
by Ken Bradbury



A VERY MELLOW DRAMA

A VERY MELLOW DRAMA
by Ken Bradbury

The characters: Cindy, Leroy, Harry, Mark

MARK:

CINDY:
MARK:

CINDY:
MARK:
HARRY:
MARK:
HARRY:
CINDY:
MARK:
LEROY:
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LEROY:

CINDY:

(entering with the others) Okay everybody, let’s shoot
this thing. Are we ready?

I still don’t understand this script.

It’s melodrama, Cindy ... old time theatre. You know
... avillain, a hero, a poor helpless girl.

I’m not helpless.

It doesn’t matter. You’re an actress. It’s melodramal!

I assume I’m the hero?

Yeah Harry, you’re always the hero. That’s in your
contract. Harry must always be the hero.

I mean ... I’m an obvious choice, right?

You’re kidding me. I could whip you in a minute.
Could we all just get along? Leroy, you’re the villain
... the bad guy.

Will I get hurt? I hate getting hurt. You know I bruise
easily.

You won’t get hurt, Leroy. It’s all acting. Okay, you’ve
all got your lines. The camera’s ready. Let’s get at it ...
scene one. Places! (They take their places.) Poor Little
Nell’s cabin in the hills. Action!

(overly dramatic) Oh woe is me! Woe is me! (aside)
That’s the dumbest line I’ve ever said.

Cut! Cindy, that’s the way they talked in melodrama.
Come on. Just do the lines.

This is ridiculous. (in character) Woe is me! My dear
daddy cannot pay the rent and now the evil banker,
Simon Sneerliver has come to foreclose on our house!
Oh whatever shall I do?

(entering, sneering) Nyah, nyah, nyah! Aha! Poor
helpless Nell is left alone! (to Nell) You must pay the
rent!

Oh, I cannot pay the rent!
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You must pay the rent!

I cannot pay the rent! (aside) Of course I can pay the
rent. [ have a debit card.

Cut! Stick to the script! Action!

Oh woe is me! Whatever shall I do?

Little Nell! Do you love your dear old daddy who’s in
the next room and can’t get out of his bed?

Oh yes! I love my daddy!

Would you do anything to save his farm?

Anything! Anything!

Then marry me! Simon Sneerliver! And I shall tear up
this mortgage!

Marry you? Oh how horrible!

(aside) Does she have to say that? I mean, I’m not that
bad!

Cut! Do the lines, Leroy!

My mother loves me. She told me so.

The lines!

Then you will break your dear daddy’s heart! Nyah,
nyah, nyah!

Oh, is there no hero who will save me? (nothing ... a
long pause) I said, “Is there no hero who will save
me?”

That’s your cue, Harry.

I was checking my hair.

Get in there!

(jumping into the scene) I shall save you! I shall save
you!

Egads! It’s Theodore Trueblood! The hero!

(aside) How’s the hair?

(aside) It looks just fine.

(aside) Thanks.

Stick to the script!

Oh! My hero! You have come to save me! (aside) I
can’t believe I’m saying this. I can whip both of these
guys.

Just say the lines!
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LEROY: I’ll come back tomorrow! You’d better have the
money! (He exits.)

HARRY: Never fear, Little Nell. Theodore Trueblood will save
you.

CINDY: How?

HARRY: The script doesn’t say.

MARK: Stop that!

HARRY: [ shall deliver you from the dastardly paws of Simon
Sneerliver! Never fear! I must go!

CINDY: Please do. (He exits.) Poor little me! Poor, poor, poor
little me! The villain says he will take my farm! [ must
tell Daddy! (goes to the door and looks in) There’s
nobody here. Someone has stolen Daddy!

MARK: It’s the prop room. We couldn’t afford a Daddy.

CINDY: Then I shall knit and sew and keep my dainty hands
unsoiled, hoping and praying that my hero will save
me! (aside) I think I’'m going to get sick. This is the
most ridiculous thing I’ve ever done.

MARK: Cut! Cut! Look Cindy, it’s just a play.

CINDY: It’s a dumb, sexist play.

MARK: And you’re being paid to do it.

CINDY: Oh.

MARK: The final scene! At the railroad tracks! Action!

LEROY: (dashing in) Aha! Little Nell left all alone! Here is my
chance! Nyah, nyah, nyah!

CINDY: That is the dumbest laugh I’ve ever heard in my life.
Are you choking on something?

MARK: Cindy!

CINDY: Sorry. Oh whatever shall I do? All is lost! Lost! Lost!

MARK: One more.

CINDY: Lost!

LEROY: I shall tie you to the railroad tracks! Your hero cannot
save you now! Agree to marry me or the train shall
splatter you all over the county! (grabs her)

CINDY: Oh yuck.
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